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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 94 31.6 10.9 50 63.3 16.1
2 389 33 10 50 66 66.5
3 79 26.6 14.3 50 53.2 13.5
4 36 28 14.2 50 55.9 6.2
5 442 27.7 10.3 50 55.4 75.6
6 140 30.7 10.4 50 61.5 23.9
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GCE A Level Law Unit 3

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Answer two questions in total.


Section A
 


Human Rights Law 


Answer one question from this section if you have studied this area of law.


The questions which follow require you to:
 • demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal rules and principles;
 • apply legal rules and principles to the scenario; and
 • present a legal argument using appropriate legal terminology.


Credit will be given for the use of relevant supporting case law and authority.


Either,


  The local council decided to demolish the community youth centre and sell off the land 
to developers to build luxury houses. Catrin, who runs the youth centre, organised a 
protest against the closure. Around two hundred people turned up and set off to march 
to the council offices, with Catrin in the lead. Some of the marchers carried home-made 
placards saying: “Demolish the Council!” As the marchers drew near to the council offices, 
Sergeant Jones arrived in a police car, accompanied by PC Evans. Sergeant Jones told 
Catrin that they were marching without police permission, and would have to stop. Catrin 
refused, so Sergeant Jones arrested her. While this was going on, PC Evans ordered the 
marchers who were carrying placards to put them down. Some of the marchers waved 
their placards in defiance, so PC Evans arrested them. The march came to a standstill as 
the rest of the marchers tried to find out what was happening. Fearing trouble, Sergeant 
Jones radioed for reinforcements. Several police vans arrived filled with officers, who 
imposed a tight cordon around the marchers and kept them there for five hours. Catrin 
was charged with a public order offence and convicted by the magistrates’ court.


  In light of reported case law and other sources of law, advise Catrin whether the police 
were acting within their powers to control these public order situations. [50] 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Sticky Note

Article 5 is liberty, not Article 8 



Sticky Note

Good to see the candidate identifying the difference between the Codes and the Act  - section 67(10) i.e no civil or criminal liability arise form a breach of the Codes 







Sticky Note

Good discussion of whether there was reasonable suspicion to stop Paul 



Sticky Note

Under section 1 (6) the police can seize items found 







Sticky Note

More detail needed for the arrest, section 24 as amended by SOCPA 2005 s.110, should be explained and applied fully, including any  necessity tests that apply.section 28 should also be included - procedure on arrest  



Sticky Note

Section 36 for the role of the custody officer not section 32 



Sticky Note

under section 40 reviews of detention are carried out after the first 6 hours and every nine thereafter 



Sticky Note

Confusion with some section numbers s,37 is bail before charge. time limits are covered by sections 41-44



Sticky Note

Again confusion here, sections 56 and 58 cover right to inform someone of your detention and right to call a solicitor 







Sticky Note

No explanation of when the rights under sections 56 & 58 can be withheld, this should have been stated and applied to the scenario 



Sticky Note

Correct sections are 76 and 78, not really relevant to this scenario



Sticky Note

A final paragraph summing up the potential remedies available to Paul would have concluded the answer nicely. These include a complaint to the IOPC; breach of human rights etc 







Sticky Note

35 marks












Sticky Note

Good introduction outlining why PACE was passed; also good to introduce the Codes of Practice in the introduction too



Sticky Note

More detail could have been given for section 1 i.e. the police have the power to stop and search persons and or vehicles in a public place if they have reasonable suspicion  that .............



Sticky Note

A more detailed discussion  and application of Code  A and  reasonable suspicion would have enhanced the answer, this is a little brief. 



Sticky Note

Section 24 should have been stated in full, also as amended by SOCPA 2005 and the necessity tests 







Sticky Note

A more detailed discussion of the arrest and whether there was reasonable suspicion on the facts of the  scenario is needed 



Sticky Note

Lots of information in one paragraph, each of the section numbers / points should be in separate paragraphs and they should be applied  more fully to the scenario. Whilst sections 56 and 58 have  been identified there is no discussion as to when these rights can be withheld and whether they can be withheld on the facts of the scenario.Sections 61, 62 & 63 are not relevant to the scenario 



Sticky Note

Lacking in detail on time limits - sections 41 - 44, maximum time limit of 96 hours, not 36 hours







Sticky Note

This application should be done throughout the answer, after each section is stated the law should then be applied to the scenario 



Sticky Note

The candidate could have also briefly included here potential remedies against the police, e.g sue for breach of human rights , articles 3, 5, 6; false imprisonment etc  



Sticky Note

42 marks
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Answer two questions in total.


Section A
 


Human Rights Law 


Answer one question from this section if you have studied this area of law.


The questions which follow require you to:
 • demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal rules and principles;
 • apply legal rules and principles to the scenario; and
 • present a legal argument using appropriate legal terminology.


Credit will be given for the use of relevant supporting case law and authority.


Either,


Or,


  Paul was walking down the street singing happily because he had just been offered a 
place at college to train as a professional photographer. The noise annoyed PC Clarke 
who tapped Paul on the shoulder and told him to be quiet. Paul said, “I’m not doing 
anything wrong, am I?” PC Clarke replied: “Let’s find out, shall we?”, and proceeded to 
carry out a thorough search of Paul’s clothing and bag. In the bag, PC Clarke found an 
expensive camera. PC Clarke thought that this was highly suspicious, that someone as 
young as Paul would have such an expensive camera, so he arrested Paul in order to 
carry out further enquiries. At the police station, Paul was put in a cell while waiting to 
be interviewed. During that time he made several requests to be allowed to phone his 
mother and speak to a solicitor, but each time he was told he would have to wait as the 
police were too busy. After 18 hours in the cell, Paul was interviewed by detectives who 
were investigating a number of burglaries in the area. Paul explained repeatedly that the 
camera had been lent to him by the college, but as it was now the middle of the night, he 
was told that he would have to remain in custody until the police could confirm his story. 
The police had difficulty contacting the college, so after Paul had spent a total of 46 hours 
in police custody, it was decided to release him on bail subject to the condition that he 
should report to the police station the following day.


  In the light of reported case law and other sources of law, advise Paul as to the legality of 
the actions of the police. [50]
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Sticky Note

Lord Coke



Sticky Note

Murder is a common law offence, it appears here that the candidate may be alluding to the special defences to murder of loss of control and diminished responsibility  found under the Homicide Act as amended by the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 







Sticky Note

Fairly good attempt at explaining and applying the actus reus 



Sticky Note

No clear defintion of mens rea , direct and oblique intent  with cases to support such as Woolin, Matthews & Alleyne .Manslaughter is not  a partial defence to murder, loss of control and diminished responsibility are partial defences which can drop murder to voluntary manslaughter 







Sticky Note

 Loss of control is tagged on to diminished responsibility here, the two defences should be dealt with separately No clear explanation of  loss of control and the qualifying triggers  under the Coroners and Justice Act  2009 







Sticky Note

explanation and application of the defence of intoxication too brief. no distinction made of specific and basic intent crimes and lacking in cases to support 



Sticky Note

whilst it is good that the candidate has identified a range of possible defences, the discussion is lacking in cases to support 



Sticky Note

Lacking in  a conclusion summing up of the main defences that Amy could potentially use 



Sticky Note

35 marks
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Section C


Criminal Law 


Answer one question from this section if you have studied this area of law.


The questions which follow require you to:
 • demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal rules and principles;
 • apply legal rules and principles to the scenario; and
 • present a legal argument using appropriate legal terminology.


Credit will be given for the use of relevant supporting case law and authority.


Either,


  Amy was feeling depressed as her boyfriend had recently split up with her, so her friend 
Penny invited Amy round to her flat for the evening to try and cheer her up. The girls 
shared a bottle of Prosecco, and Penny gave Amy some of her own anti-depressant 
tablets which had been prescribed by her doctor. The girls then settled down to watch a 
zombie movie on TV. Both girls fell asleep on the sofa before the end of the movie. The 
mixture of the tablets with the alcohol caused Amy to have a terrifying dream in which 
Penny had turned into a flesh-eating zombie and was trying to kill her. Believing that she 
was fighting for her life, Amy grabbed the necklace that Penny was wearing, and twisted it 
tightly until Penny let her go. When Amy woke up, she discovered that she had strangled 
Penny.


  Advise Amy as to whether she might have any defences to a charge of murder, applying 
your knowledge of legal rules and principles. [50]


END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note

lacking in key sections  - section 1  and 3 



Sticky Note

Much more detail needed on section 3 and appropriation 







Sticky Note

Lacking in legal authority - section 5  and case law to support



Sticky Note

the correct approach to a problem question is to state the law, i.e. here, each section of the Theft Act and then apply the law to the scenario. The candidate has chosen to stated all of the sections then apply the law, this does not help with achieving top marks for A02 as it does not appear that the candidate is applying the law throughout the answer



Sticky Note

Section 2 for dishonesty is missing 







Sticky Note

Lots more discussion needed for  mens rea , namely section 2 in detail with cases such as Ghosh (  Ghost test now replaced by y Ivey); section 6 - intention to permanently deprive , and cases such as Lloyd and Warner 



Sticky Note

Whilst it is good that the candidate has recognised the potential robbery here due tot he force used it is lacking in a  Definition and explanation of robbery under section 8 of the Theft Act 1968 and supporting case law 



Sticky Note

Burglary is not relevant to the scenario, but the candidate will not lose marks by including it, however by including irrelevant information it takes time away from discussing relevant information in  more detail 







Sticky Note

Some good points, though general lack of section numbers and cases to support, these are vital to get into the top mark bands



Sticky Note

33 marks
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Section C


Criminal Law 


Answer one question from this section if you have studied this area of law.


The questions which follow require you to:
 • demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal rules and principles;
 • apply legal rules and principles to the scenario; and
 • present a legal argument using appropriate legal terminology.


Credit will be given for the use of relevant supporting case law and authority.


Or,


  Caroline and Lisa are lecturers in a Further Education College. They share a staff room 
with two other members of staff. Caroline is preparing mock exam papers for her students 
and needs a stapler to staple them together, she can’t find hers but sees a stapler on 
Lisa’s desk, and she uses it and puts it back on her own desk. Later in the day, Lisa, 
when looking for her stapler, sees Caroline’s purse on her desk with a £50 note sticking 
out of it. Lisa is very short of money this month due to an expensive car repair bill, so 
she takes the £50 note. Josie, one of Caroline’s students comes into the staff room to 
find Caroline, to ask her a question about the forthcoming exam. No one is in the staff 
room, but Josie sees on Caroline’s desk the mock exam papers, she quickly takes one, 
rushes to the photocopier, photocopies it and puts the original back on Caroline’s desk. 
As she is leaving the staff room, Caroline returns. Josie, concerned that Caroline may 
have seen her take the exam paper, rushes past Caroline and knocks against her so hard 
that Caroline falls to the floor, bruising her arm.


  Advise Caroline, Lisa and Josie as to their potential criminal liability under the Theft Act 
1968, applying your knowledge of legal rules and principles. [50]


END OF PAPER
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